Neurologic complications of cancer drug therapies.
The purpose of this article is to review neurologic complications associated with systemic anticancer therapies. Although neurologic complications from traditional chemotherapies are well described, most neurologists are less familiar with complications from agents that target specific pathways or receptors. This article also reviews the most common neurologic adverse effects associated with newer targeted agents. Patients with cancer are living longer because of earlier diagnoses and remarkable improvements in treatments. Unfortunately, both traditional chemotherapies and newer targeted agents are known to cause neurologic symptoms that can impact quality of life and play a role in limiting potential treatments. Acute, subacute, and chronic syndromes may affect the central or peripheral nervous system. Since treatments for therapy-induced neurotoxicity are limited, awareness of common neurologic complications is important to prevent permanent damage.